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“Stop the War”: (A Message) from Toyohashi to the World
Mr. Kadir Cannon (59), whose father was involved in the development of the atomic
bomb, and his wife Susan (53) are appealing their message of peace by presenting an art
video and performing skits in front of the Toyohashi train station. “It is ordinary citizens
who can stop the war,” they say. “We want to unite (the message of peace) amongst the
people of the world.”
Mr. Cannon’s father was a physicist who was involved in the Manhattan Project, but after
the war he protested the use of nuclear weapons. As a child, Mr. Cannon was deeply
influenced by his father. Since September 11th, Mr. Cannon’s artistic work reflects the
tragic way in which ordinary citizens become entangled in war. “Global communication
is most important,” he says. His art appeals a message of peace that transcends the barrier
of language.
Middle School Teacher Susan Cannon has created a banner by connecting over 100
messages of peace written by schoolchildren and friends throughout the world. She plans
to surround the stage with the banner which expresses their thoughts on peace.
At the event, Mr. and Mrs. Cannon, accompanied by local artist Ms. Yuko Innami (53)
and a group of 16 people, will present skits and an art video. They will also prepare an
area where passersby can stop and write messages on the banner of peace.
This is the Cannons’ first visit to Japan. “We wanted to send a message of peace from the
country that first suffered from the devastation of the atomic bomb,” they say. They are
looking forward to sharing their message of peace at the event. The event will take place
on the 23rd, from 1-3pm, at the West Exit of Circle Plaza.
(Translation by Ms. Michelle Domondon)

