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Higashiaichi Color News
“Peace through Dialogue”: An Appeal through Masked Plays

On the 23" of this month, Mr. Kadir Cannon (59) an artist from Pennsylvania,
performed a masked play with friends on the Pedestrian Deck of Toyohashi Station in
order to protest the United States’ ambition to acquire “peace at any cost.” Mr. Cannon’s
play appealed the message of “peace through dialogue”

According to Mr. Cannon, the US invaded Afghanistan and attacked Iraq after
9/11 in order to wage war against terrorism. Mr. Cannon objects the US message of
“peace at any cost.” He came to Japan in order to appeal his message of peace at
Hiroshima, a city which has come to symbolize the devastating effects of “peace at any
cost.” He decided also to perform in Toyohashi, where he has acquaintances.

The play explores how the world today has attempted to secure world peace. In
the play, a powerful dictator manipulates the world at will, and the people around him are
drawn into the realm of his power.

One can almost feel Mr. Cannon’s passion through the play. In the scene where
all the characters wear masks that resemble death masks, many in the audience could
scarcely look at the characters.

As the play is didactic, in the end, the characters form solidarity and recapture
peace from the powerful dictator. When the play ended, there was a loud applause from
the audience. (Translation by Ms. Michelle Domondon)



